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LETTERS
Margaret  Purdy Ri dgewood,  NJ
[ r e g a r d i n g  Myhl ore  37]  An e x c e l l e n t  i s s u e ;  
a l l  t he  a r t i c l e s  were w e l l - w r i t t e n  and 
t h o u g h t - p r o v o k i n g .  I was e s p e c i a l l y  i n ­
t r i g u e d  by t he  two a r t i c l e s  on Gol lum,  " S i ­
l e n t  Commands?" and "Gol lum: A Mi s unde r s t o o d  
Hero. " The former i s  very  c o n v i n c i n g l y  a r ­
gued,  and a l t h o u g h  I'm not  s ur e  whet her  i t  
was what JRRT had i n  mind ( i n  t h e  L e t t e r s  he 
seems u s u a l l y  t o  c h a r a c t e r i z e  Go l l u m' s  a c ­
t i o n s  as  p r o v i d e n t i a l ,  t he  o p e r a t i o n  o f  Grace  
on F r o d o ' s  b e h a l f ) ,  I might  a l m o s t  b e l i e v e  i n  
s p i t e  o f  t h i s  t h a t  Frodo w i l l e d  Gol lum t o  do 
what he d i d .  A f t e r  a l l ,  you c o u l d  a l ways  
argue  t h a t  i t  was Grace t h a t  gave Frodo t he  
s t r e n g t h  of  w i l l  t o  i s s u e  such a command. On 
t he  o t h e r  hand,  I t h o u g h t  t h a t  David Cal l awy  
o v e r s t a t e d  t h e  c a s e  a b i t  on t he  s u b j e c t  of  
Go l l um' s  h e r o i s m.  Though t he  e l e m e n t s  of  
good i n  him c e r t a i n l y  c a nno t  be d e n i e d ,  nor  
t he  s t r e n g t h  t h a t  a l l o w e d  him t o  r e s i s t  b e i ng  
"faded" by the  Ring f o r  hundreds  o f  y e a r s ,  
h e ' s  s t i l l  a s n e a k y ,  t w i s t e d  l i t t l e  c r e a t u r e .  
I q u e s t i o n  t he  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  "Gol lum i s  not  
more e v i l  i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  than e i t h e r  Frodo  
or B i l b o , "  i f  "t he  b e g i n n i n g "  i s  t aken to  
mean t he  t i me  when each a c q u i r e d  t he  Ri ng.  
Smeagol  was a l r e a d y  a r a t h e r  d e g e n e r a t e  s p e c ­
imen o f  a h o b b i t  when he went f i s h i n g  wi t h  
Deagol  and s t r a n g l e d  him t o  g e t  t h e  p r e c i o u s  
t h i n g .  A l s o ,  h i s  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  " f a d i n g "  was 
p a r t l y  due to  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w h i l e  l i v i n g  
under t he  Mi s t y  Mountai ns  he ended up u s i n g  
t he  Ring very s e l dom,  s i n c e ,  as  T o l k i e n  
p o i n t s  o u t ,  i t  w a s n ' t  needed i n  t h e  d a r k n e s s .  
However,  a l l  t h i s  does  not  change  t he  f a c t  
t h a t  G o l l u m . i s  a remarkabl e  c r e a t u r e ,  and i n  
e s s e n c e  I a g r e e  wi t h  Mr. C a l l a w a y ' s  p o i n t s .
I a l s o  read wi t h  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  t he  
d e b a t e  i n  p r i n t  be tween Thomas S.  Donahue and 
Paul  Noland Hyde on t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  T o l k i e n ' s  
E l v i s h .  I 'm o n l y  an amateur s t u d e n t  o f  E l v ­
i s h  m y s e l f ,  so I won' t  p l ung e  i n t o  t h e  c on­
t r o v e r s y  t o o  d e e p l y  ( a l t h o u g h  I c o n f e s s  my­
s e l f  more i n  sympathy wi t h  Mr. Hyde) ;  how­
e v e r ,  a s  r e g a r d s  P o i n t  13,  mi ght  I r e s p e c t ­
f u l l y  p o i n t  out  t o  bot h o f  t h e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  
l i n g u i s t i c a l  g e n t l e me n  t h a t  At a n i  and Edain  
ar e  bot h p l u r a l  f o r ms ,  t h e  former  Quenya,  the  
l a t t e r  S i n d a r i n ,  and t h a t  t h e  s i n g u l a r  forms  
ar e  Atan and Adan, r e s p e c t i v e l y .  Arguments  
become more c o n v i n c i n g  when t h e  f a c t s  are  
a c c u r a t e .
Lee Spet h  Alhambra,  CA
Thi s  i s  a p a r t i a l  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  l e t ­
t e r s  o f  F r . P uc k l e  and Susan Owens (ML37),  
comment ing on my book r e v i e w  i n  My t h l o r e  36 .  
I'm s o r r y  i f  my remarks  c r e a t e d  hard f e e l ­
i n g s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  on a r e l i g i o u s  s c o r e .
Fr .  P u c k l e  s t a t e s  t h a t  C. S .  Lewis  was 
A n g l i c a n ,  t h e r e f o r e  C a t h o l i c ,  but  a s s e r t i o n  
i s  no t  d e m o n s t r a t i o n .  There  are  arguments  
f o r  and a g a i n s t  A n g l i c a n  c a t h o l i c i t y ,  but  
Myt hl or e  i s  no t  t he  p l a c e  to  d e c i d e  t h e  mat­
t e r .  My own v i e ws  have gone t o  Fr.  P uc k l e  i n  
a p r i v a t e  l e t t e r ;  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  s u b j e c t ' s  
q u i t e  germane to  D e r r i c k ' s  book ( whi ch i s  
about  L e w i s ' s  i n d i v i d u a l  b e l i e f s  and h i s  
r e a c t i o n  t o  Roman C a t h o l i c i s m )  or t o  my r e ­
v i e w.
The l e t t e r  from Susan Owens c o n t a i n s  one  
i n c i d e n t a l  mi s t a k e  t h a t  s h o u l d  be r e c t i f i e d .  
She s a y s ,  "Lewis  was born i n t o  t h e  Church o f  
I r e l a n d  (non-Roman)  and a f t e r  h i s  a d u l t  c o n ­
v e r s i o n  j o i n e d  t h e  E n g l i s h  Church which was,  
s u r e l y ,  a more ' mi dd l e  o f  t h e  road'  s t a n c e  i n  
t h e  wor l d  he l i v e d  i n " .  That  i m p l i e s  denomi ­
n a t i o n a l  c ha ng e ,  e r r o n e o u s l y .  The "Church of  
I r e l a n d "  i s  An g l i c a n i s m i n  I r e l a n d ,  t he  
Church o f  England i s  A n g l i c a n i s m  a t  home.  
The "C o f  E" was h i s  boyhood d e n o mi n a t i o n  as  
a v a i l a b l e  a t  Oxf ord .  That  he found a more 
c o s m o p o l i t a n  r e l i g i o n  t h e r e  i s  more than  
p r o b a b l e .
Two o f  her  c r i t i c i s m s  seem t o  me r e a l l y  
u n f a i r ,  and one somewhat  s o .  She w r i t e s ,  "My 
r e a d i n g  o f  Lewis  shows he d i d down p l a y  t he  
d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  whi ch would have  
l i t t l e  i mp o r t a n c e  t o  a s e c u l a r  a u d i e n c e  f or  
whi ch he l a r g e l y  w r o t e .  Be c aus e  he does  not  
l a v i s h l y  p r a i s e  t h e  'C.  o f  E . '  begs  t h e  q u e s ­
t i o n  o f  h i s  no t  j o i n i n g  t h e  Roman Church".  I 
ne ve r  c a l l e d  f o r  l a v i s h  p r a i s e ;  what I wrot e  
was:  " I t  was ,  h i s  [ CSL' s ]  p e r c e i v e d  m i s s i o n  
t o  p u b l i s h  n o n d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  C h r i s t i a n  de­
f e n s e s ,  but  even  i n  h i s  p r i v a t e  w r i t i n g s — h i s  
l e t t e r s ,  A G r i e f  Obs erved— we c a n n o t  s e e  t he  
Church o f  England t hrough h i s  e y e s " .  I s t i l l  
t h i n k  t h a t ' s  a c c u r a t e ,  and s h o u l d  o f f e n d  no 
one .
Ag a i n ,  she  w r i t e s ,  "I c a nno t  a g r e e  wi t h  
t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n  t h a t  p e o p l e  who a g r e e  wi t h  
Lewi s  a r e  ' d e p e n d e n t  on Lewi s  t o  do t h e i r  
t h i n k i n g  f o r  t h e m' .  Th i s  b o r d e r s  on a 
s t r a n g e  h o s t i l i t y ,  and i n s u l t s  a g r e a t  many 
Lewi s  f a n s " .  But I made no r e f e r e n c e  t o  t he  
bul k o f  Lewi s  fandom ( o f  whi c h ,  a f t e r  a l l .  I 
am p a r t ) ;  t h a t  t h e r e  ar e  s uch  p e o p l e  I a s s e r t  
from e x p e r i e n c e ,  but  w i l l  name no names.
Then we have t h i s ,  on D e r r i c k  r a t h e r  
t han me: "Having read D e r r i c k ' s  book,  I f i n d  
i t  r e p e a t e d l y  c l a i m s  Lewi s  d i d  no t  s e r i o u s l y  
or c l e a r l y  e x p l a i n  h i s  r e a s o n s  f o r  no t  b e i ng  
Roman. Yet  t h e  book g i v e s  s e v e r a l  i n s t a n c e s  
where Lewi s  does  e x a c t l y  t h a t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
i n  h i s  p e r s o n a l  l e t t e r  p r i n t e d  on page s  9 5 -
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9 6 ."  Now I had a l r e a d y  summed up D e r r i c k ' s  
f i n d i n g s  i n  ray r e v i e w ,  and I s t i l l  t h i n k  t h a t  
summation i s  j u s t :  "Lewis n ever  q u i t e  fa c e d  
t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  Church or i t s  c l a i m s ,  but  
r e t a i n e d  a profound d i s c o m f o r t  w i t h  the  su b­
j e c t ,  s h i e l d e d  by c o n v e n t i o n a l  o b j e c t i o n s  
t h a t  he was n ever  w i l l i n g  t o  argue  i n  d e p t h . "  
The l e t t e r  to  which my c r i t i c  a l l u d e s  i s  a 
c a s e  i n  p o i n t ;  a f t e r  p r e s e n t i n g  i t ,  D e r r i c k  
w r i t e s :  "This  l e t t e r  seemed i n t e r e s t i n g  
enough t o  i t s  r e c i p i e n t ,  but p r o f o u n d l y  un­
s a t i s f a c t o r y  t o o .  He w rote  back t o  Lewis  in  
th e  c o u r t e o u s l y  e x p r e s s e d  hope o f  f u r t h e r  
e l u c i d a t i o n ,  but r e c e i v e d  no r e p l y . "  We 
know, as  a n o t h e r  exam ple ,  t h a t  i t  was Lewis  
who c u t  o f f ,  p e r e m p t o r i l y ,  t h e  a t t e m p t s  of  
Bede G r i f f i t h s  to e x p l a i n  what h i s  f a i t h  
meant t o  him.
There may be v a l i d  c r i t i c i s m  o f  D e r r i c k  
here  however .  I n s t e a d  o f  r e l y i n g  on th e  
r e a d e r  t o  r e c o g n i z e  what i s  f a l l a c i o u s  i n  th e  
" c o n v e n t i o n a l  o b j e c t i o n s "  Lewis  d e p l o y e d ,  he 
might  have s p e l l e d  i t  o u t .  What remains  
p r o v o c a t i v e  i s  t h a t  i t  was one o f  t h e  few  
d e b a t a b l e  s u b j e c t s  t h a t  Lewis  c o n s i s t e n t l y  
r e f u s e d  t o  p u r s u e .  He had,  o f  c o u r s e ,  h i s  
r e a s o n s  a g a i n s t  C a t h o l i c i s m ;  t h e  r i d d l e s  l i e  
in  h i s  f a i r l y  c o n s i s t e n t  r e f u s a l  t o  respond  
t o  c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h o s e  r e a s o n s .
That "What u n i t e s  a l l  C h r i s t i a n s  makes 
t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e s . . . o f  ve ry  s e c o n d a r y  impor­
tanc e"  i s  so methi ng  I ' d  l i k e  t o  b e l i e v e  and 
a l m o s t  d i d ,  o n c e .  S u r e l y ,  i f  what d i v i d e s  us  
i s  " s e c o n d a r y " ,  i t  i s  up t o  t h e  s m a l l e r  and 
more r e c e n t  c h u r c h e s  t o  e x p l a i n  why i t  i s  
s t i l l  d i v i d i n g  u s .  I  p e r s o n a l l y  b e l i e v e  
t h e s e  i s s u e s  are  more profound than i t  i s  
f a s h i o n a b l e  to  a d m i t ,  though I c e r t a i n l y  
a g r e e  t h a t  Lewis  c o n t r i b u t e d  much toward a 
h e a l i n g  p r o c e s s .
F i n a l l y ,  I 'm s o r r y  t h a t  she  found my 
remarks on th e  Lewis  I n d u s t r y  " s l i g h t i n g "  
s i n c e  I meant them t o  be c a u s t i c  and w i t h e r ­
i n g .  Of c o u r s e  t h e r e  a r e  good and u s e f u l  
books on L e w is .  Without  naming names,  l e s t  I 
omit and wound, I exempt from my c u r s e  works  
aimed at  i n t r o d u c i n g  CSL t o  a new a u d i e n c e ,  
a n y t h i n g  i n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  an i n d e x  or c o n c o r ­
d a n ce ,  n o n - r e p e t i t i v e  b i o g r a p h y ,  o r ,  g e n e r a l ­
l y ,  any book or e s s a y  t h a t  s h a r e s  an i n s i g h t  
unique  to  i t s  a u t h o r .  I am a l s o  m e r c i f u l  to  
a n y t h i n g  nak edly  f a n n i s h ,  s i n c e ,  however  
t r i t e  or i l l  wrought ,  i t  may be h a l o e d  w ith  
r e a l  l o v e .  Why I exempted D e r r i c k  I e x ­
p l a i n e d  and w i l l  not  r e p e a t .  A l o t  o f  the  
problem l i e s  w i th  t h e  o d i o u s  " p u b l i s h  or 
p e r i s h "  r u l e s  i n  aca d e m ia .  Lewis  i s  an e a s y  
mark be c a u se  he wrote  so c l e a r l y ;  i t  i s  
c h i l d ' s  p la y  to do a p i e c e  on "Lewis on 
C o u r t ly  Love",  "Lewis on. S in" o r ,  t h a t  o l d  
f a v o r i t e ,  "Lewis on S e h n s u c h t " . w i t h o u t  r i s k  
o f  a f a c e - d e s t r o y i n g  b l u n d e r .  The s t u d i e s  
p r a c t i c a l l y  w r i t e  t h e m s e l v e s  o r ,  r a t h e r ,  
Lewis w r i t e s  them f o r  th e  d i s s e r t a t i o n i s t . 
But I l e a v e  t h i s  m at ter  and t h i n k  o f  more 
c h e e r f u l  t h i n g s ,  l i k e  th e  p r o s p e c t  o f  r e r e a d ­
in g  Lewis  h i m s e l f .
Alexe i  K o n d ra t i e v  F l u s h i n g ,  NY
S e v e r a l  l e t t e r s  in M y t h l o r e  37 w e r e  r e a c t i o n s  
( m o s t l y  n e g a t i v e )  t o  L ee  S p e t h ' s  r e v i e w  o f  C h r i s t o p h e r  
D e r r i c k ' s  C.S.  L ew i s  and  t h e  C h u rc h  o f  Rome.  Susan 
O we n s ,  in p a r t i c u l a r ,  d o e s  n o t  s e e  why L ew i s '  r e f u s a l  
t o  j o in  t h e  Roma n  co mm u n i o n  sh o u ld  be an  i s su e  a t  a l l ,  
and says :  "Can we expec t  books asking why Lewis didn ' t  
b e c o m e  P r e s b y t e r i a n ,  B a p t i s t ,  o r  P e n t e c o s t a l ? " .  This ,  
h o w e v e r ,  wou ld  be  t o  i g n o r e  an  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  in 
L e w i s ' s  b i o g r a p h y ,  n a m e l y  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  T o l k i e n  h a d  on 
h im  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  h i s  c o n v e r s i o n ,  a n d  T o l k i e n ' s  
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  h a v e  h i s  f r i e n d  s h a r e  h i s  R o m a n  
C a t h o l i c  f a i t h .  T h u s  L e w i s  c o u l d  l e g i t i m a t e l y  b e  
e x p e c t e d  t o  h a v e  a c q u i r e d  a f a v o r a b l e  b i a s  t o w a r d s  
R o m e .  H i s  e m p a t h y  f o r  t h e  M i d d l e  A g e s  a n d  h i s  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  symbo l  a nd  r i t u a l  show t h a t  h e  was  
n o t  a n t i - " C a t h o l i c " in t e m p e r a m e n t  - -  w h ic h  e x p l a i n s  
w h y ,  a l t h o u g h  h e  i s  o f t e n  p r e s e n t e d  a s  a s t r i c t l y  
" A n g l i c a n  a u t h o r , "  h e  h a s  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  R o m a n  
C a t h o l i c  f o l l o w in g .  He wa s  d e f i n i t e l y  u r g e d  t o  go 
"a l l  t h e  w ay"  t o  R om e ,  an d  h i s  r e a s o n s  f o r  n o t  do ing  
so a r e  a p e r f e c t l y  l e g i t i m a t e  a r e a  o f  b i o g r a p h i c a l  
i n qu i r y .  P e r h a p s  T o l k i e n ' s  r e m a r k s  on h i s  f r i e n d ' s  
u n c o n s c i o u s  " U l s t e r i s m "  a r e  n o t  w i t h o u t  r e l e v a n c e  
h e r e .
I w a s  n o n p l u s s e d  by  T h o m as  S. D o n a h u e ' s  a r t i c l e  on 
T o l k i e n ' s  l i n g u i s t i c s ,  a n d  w h i l e  P a u l  N o l a n  H y d e ' s  
c r i t i q u e  g e n e r a l l y  e x p r e s s e s  my own  r e a c t i o n s  t o  i t ,  I 
wou ld  l i ke  t o  m ake  some  a d d i t i o n a l  c o m m e n t s .  F i r s t ,  
Mr. D o n a h u e  s e e m s  u n a b l e  t o  s e e  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of  a 
l a n g u a g e  on  T o l k i e n ' s  s u b c r e a t i o n  u n l e s s  h e  c a n  
p i n p o i n t  t h e  b o r r o w i n g  o f  a c t u a l  w o r d s  f r o m  t h a t  
l a n g u a g e ,  an d  h e  c o m p l e t e l y  i g n o r e s  T o l k i e n ' s  w e l l -  
d o c u m e n t e d  s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  t h e  s p e c i f i c  " S o u n d - f l a v o r s "  
o f  i n d i v id ua l  t o n g u e s  - -  a f a c u l t y  q u i t e  s e p a r a t e  f r om 
d i c t i o n a r y - e r u d i t i o n .  T h i s  l a c k  o f  f e e l i n g  f o r  
l a n g u a g e  " f l a v o r s "  is mos t  a p p a r e n t  w h en ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  c o u n t l e s s  w r i t e r s  h a v e  p o i n t e d  ou t  t h a t  
Welsh w as  t h e  p h o n e t i c  model  f o r  S in d a r in ,  Mr.  D on ah ue  
t r i e s  t o  f i n d  e v i d e n c e  o f  h o m o n y m s  in  W e l s h  a n d  
Qu e n y a . No t  s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  t h e  f e w  Wel sh  w o r d s  h e  d o e s  
f i n d  a s  ho m o n ym s  a r e  ( w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  c o r ) r a r e  
o r  o b s o l e t e  w o rd s  t h a t  e v e n  a n a t i v e  s p e a k e r  m ight  no t  
a t  f i r s t  g l a n c e  r e c o g n i z e  a s  W e l s h .  A l i s t  o f  
Sindar in-Welsh homonyms would be much longer ,  but  t ha t  
w o u l d  b e  n o t  so  m u c h  e v i d e n c e  o f  s y s t e m a t i c  
" b o r r o w i n g "  a s  s im p l y  t h e  n o rm a l  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  v e r y  
s i m i l a r  p h o n e t i c  s y s t e m s .  I t  is q u i t e  e a s y  t o  i nve n t  
l a n g u a g e s  t h a t  so u n d  l i ke  Welsh,  F inn i s h ,  Sp an i sh ,  
Esk imo ,  e t c . ,  w i t h o u t  u s i ng  a n y  a c t u a l  w o rd s  f rom th e  
o r i g i n a l s .  In  h i s  w e l l - k n o w n  O 'D o n n e l l  l e c t u r e  on 
" E n g l i s h  a n d  W e l s h "  T o l k i e n  e x p l a i n e d ,  in  a m o s t  
c o n c l u s i v e  m a n n e r ,  t h e  p e c u l i a r  a t t r a c t i o n  o f  Welsh 
p h o n e t i c s  a n d  t h e  g e n e s i s  o f  S in d a r in .
With t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  T h e  Book 
o f  Los t  T a l e s  we  h a v e  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  b o r r o w i n g  o f  
words  f rom p r i m a r y - w o r l d  l anguages  d i d  p l a y  a p a r t  in 
t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s  o f  t h e  i n v e n t i o n  o f  E l v i s h  — n o t ,  I 
t h i n k ,  o u t  o f  an y  s e n s e  o f  " d r o l l e r y " ,  b u t  r a t h e r  o u t  
o f  an  a l m o s t  c h i l d l i k e  d e s i r e  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  d e l i g h t f u l  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  p r i m a r y  w or l d  
i n t o  t h e  s u b c r e a t i o n .  Thu s  we h a v e  e a r l y  Quenya 
n e h u v a r  ' a  po nd  o f  l i l i e s '  an d  S a h o r a  ' t h e  S o u t h '  
(BLT, p7 248).  N o t i c e  a l s o  t h e  S l a v i c - d e r i v e d  v e l i k e  
' g r e a t '  (BLT, p.  2 5 2 ) ,  w h i c h  i s  a c t u a l l y  a c o g n a t e  o f  
t h e  wel l - a t t e s t e d  S i n d a r i n  b e l e g . As T o l k i e n ' s  
s u b c r e a t i o n  m a t u r e d  he  seems t o  have  become more and 
more un easy  about  such  ob v io u s  puns ,  and p l a y e d  them 
down a s  much a s  p o s s i b l e .  I n  t h e  s am e  s p i r i t  h e  
r e i n t e r p r e t e d  G a n d a l f ' s  L a t i n  name Incanus ' g r e y '  a s  a
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" H a r a d r i c "  I n k à - n ù s ' N o r t h - s p y '  (U n f i n i s h e d  T a l e s , 
p .  399)  o r  a s  a Quenya  w o r d  (UT, p .  400 ) .  He d i d  k e e p  
s u c h  m y t h o l o g i c a l l y  r e s o n a n t  p u n s  a s  At a l à n t e  and  
Aval l ò n e .
Benjamin U r r u t i a  P rovo ,  Utah
R E F I N I N G  THE MAP OF THE L I T T L E  KINGDOM
I w a s  d e l i g h t e d  t o  s e e  t h e  m a p  o f  t h e  L i t t l e  
K ingdom d r a w n  by  Rod  W a lk e r  in My th lo r e  37,  h o n o r e d  
t h a t  Rod  m e n t i o n e d  my i n i t i a l  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  su c h  a 
m a p  s h o u l d  b e  d r a w n ,  a n d  s t i m u l a t e d  t o  d o  m o r e  
r e s e a r c h  in t h e  m a t t e r  —  s i n c e  Ham,  Wo rm ingha l l ,  
O ak l e y  an d  F a r t h i n g h o  a r e  m a r k e d  in o n ly  "A p p r o x i m a t e  
l o c a t i o n  " . . . "  f r o m  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  w h e r e  p l a c e s  a r e  
l o c a t e d ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  s e e i n g  t h e  a c t u a l  d o t s  on  a 
p r i n t e d  p a g e . "  I r u s h e d  t o  t h e  L i b r a r y  o f  B r igham 
Young U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  o b t a i n e d  a  map  o f  O x f o r d s h i r e .  
The  f i r s t  t o w n  I f o und  wa s  Wo rm ing ha l l ,  w h i c h  t u r n s  
o u t  t o  be  f o u r  m i l e s  w e s t - b y - n o r t h w e s t  f r om Th am e .  
Thi s  a g r e e s  w i t h  i n d i c a t i o n s  g i v e n  by  T o lk i e n :  " f o u r
mi le s  n o r t h - w e s t  o f  T a m e . . . A u la  D r a c o n a r i s ,  o r  in t h e  
v u l g a r  W or m in g h a l l . . . "  T h e  a g r e e m e n t  is  c o n d i t i o n a l  
on tw o  a s s u m p t i o n s :  1) T h a t  " n o r t h - w e s t "  i s  a l oose  
a p p r o x i m a t i o n  f o r  " w e s t - b y - n o r t h w e s t ; "  an d  2) T h a t  
"Tame" is a var i an t  spel l ing of  "Thame" — bu t  we need 
n o t  make  t h e  e f f o r t  t o  a s s um e  t h e  s e c o n d  f a c t ,  s i n c e  
one  o f  t h e  w i se  c l e r k s  o f  O x e n f o r d  h a s  a l r e a d y  t o l d  u s  
t h a t  i t  i s  so  i n d e e d :  " H a m . . . b y  a  n a t u r a l  c o n fu s io n
b e t w e e n  t h e  Lo rd  o f  Ham a n d  t h e  L o rd  o f  T a m e ,  b e c a m e  
known by  t h e  l a t t e r  n a m e ,  w h ic h  i t  r e t a i n s  t o  t h i s  
d ay ;  f o r  T h am e  w i t h  an  h  is a f o l l y  w i t h o u t  w a r r a n t . "  
(T o lk i e n ,  F a r m e r  G i l e s , pp .  7 6 - 7 7 ) .  So we  h a v e  a l s o  
found  Ham,  r e n a m e d  T am e  ( t o d a y  m i s s p e l l e d  T h a m e ,  b u t  
r e t a i n i n g  t h e  f o r m e r  p r o n u n c i a t i o n ) .
Since Worminghall was  founded "upon t he  spot  where  
G i l e s  a n d  C h r y s o p h y l a x  f i r s t  m a d e  a c q u a i n t a n c e "  
(Ch ry so p hy l a x ,  G r e e k  f o r  " g o l d l o v e r , " s u m a m e d  D iv es ,  
L a t i n  f o r  " r i c h , "  i s  t h e  d r a g o n  o f  t h e  s t o r y ) ,  a n d  t h e  
f a r m e r  me t  t h e  d r a g o n  on  h i s  w a y  t o  O a k l e y  ( I b id . ,  
p .  30) ,  we  may  l o ok  f o r  t h e  l a t t e r  in t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  
Wormingha l l  - -  an d  s u r e  e n o u g h ,  t h e r e  i t  i s ,  j u s t  t o  
m i l e s  t o  t h e  n o r t h .
F in a l l y ,  F a r t h i n g h o  wa s  fo un d  20 mi l e s  n o r t h  o f  
O x e n f o r d ,  in N o r t h a m p t o n s h i r e ,  a l i t t l e  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  
B a n b u r y .  H e r e ,  in  a  t i m e  a f t e r  G i l e s ,  h i s  so n  
G e o r g i u s  h a d  " a t  o n e  t i m e  an  o u t p o s t  a g a i n s t  t h e  
Middle  K ing do m"  (p.  8 ) ,  w h i ch  mus t  t h e r e f o r e  be  t o  t h e  
n o r t h .  I t s  c a p i t a l  " w a s  som e  t w e n t y  l e a g u e s  d i s t a n t  
f r o m Ham"  (p .  20 ) .  A l e a g u e  is  t h r e e  mi l e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  
b o t h  t o  my d i c t i o n a r y  a n d  t o  U n f i n i s h e d  T a l e s  
( p .  284 ) .  S i x t y  mi l e s  n o r t h  o f  T am e  ( o r  T h a m e )  i s  
R a t a e  C o r i t a n o r u m  ( R a t a e  o f  t h e  C o r i t a n s ) ,  a l s o  know n  
a s  L e i c e s t e r .  Th i s  mus t  b e  t h e  c a p i t a l  o f  t h e  Middle  
Kingdom.
T h e  mos t  w o n d e r f u l  d i s c o v e r y  m ade  by Wa lke r ,  
s u r p a s s i n g  e v e n  B u c k l a n d  an d  W a n t a g e ,  is t h a t  o f  
Woo ton .  Thus ,  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  b in d i ng  t o g e t h e r  t h e  
a d v e n t u r e s  o f  G i l e s  an d  S m i th  in o n e  vo lu m e  is  shown  
to  b e  j u s t i f i e d .  T h i s  Woo t on ,  s o u t h  o f  O x f o r d ,  is 
p r o b a b l y  Minor ,  s i n c e  a  l a r g e r  t o w n  n a m e d  W o o t t o n  is 
n o r t h  o f  O x f o r d .  In  t h e  s a m e  a r e a  is t h e  v i l l a g e  of  
C om b e ,  w h ic h  s h a r e s  i t s  n a m e  w i t h  a v i l l a g e  in B r e e -  
l and .
I h a v e  e n j o y e d  t h e s e  e x p l o r a t i o n s ,  in w h ich  I h a v e  
fol lowed,  quodam modo, in the  foo t s t ep s  of  Rod Walker,  
t o  whom I am mos t  g r a t e f u l .  R o s s  C h r i s t e n s e n  l e n t  me 
two books  t h a t  h e l p e d  me in  t h e  r e s e a r c h .
Q u e n t i  L a m b a r d i l l i o n ,  c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  36 
p a r e d  w i t h ,  s a y ,  t h e  Men o f  B r e e  who a r e  
s u p p o s e d  t o  be  m o r e  C e l t i c  t h a n  n o t ?  I t  m u s t  
be  s o  i f ,  a s  T o l k i e n  s a y s ,  t h e  R o h i r r i m  d i f -  
f e r d  i n  t h i s  w a y .  I f  t h e  s t u d y  d i d  n o t  sho w 
a d e f i n i t e  c o r r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  E n g l i s h  
t r a n s l a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  r e a l  l a n g u a g e s ,  c o u l d  
t h o s e  p a t t e r n s  t h e n  b e  r e f l e c t i v e  o f  t h e  
i n v e n t e d  l a n g u a g e s  f o r  Men w h i c h  a r e  n o t  
g i v e n  i n  t h e  p u b l i s h e d  w o r k s ?  Th e  H o b b i t s ,  
t o o ,  u n d o u b t e d l y  d i f f e r  i n  t h i s  w a y .  Th e  
q u e s t i o n  h e r e  w o u l d  b e  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  s a m e .  
D o e s  M e r r y  u s e  C e l t i c  s p e e c h  p a t t e r n s  a nd  
P i p p i n  G o t h ?  D o e s  F r o d o  u s e  S p a n i s h  p a t ­
t e r n s ?  D o e s  Sam f o l l o w  a M i d d l e  E n g l i s h  
p a t t e r n ?  A n o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  d i s c o v e r y  t o  be 
m ade  t h r o u g h  f u r t h e r  s t u d y  o f  t h e  r e a l  l a n ­
g u a g e s  w o u l d  i n v o l v e  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  
t h e  p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n  t h e  t r i l o g y  an d  
t h e  l a n g u a g e s  w h i c h  a r e  s p o k e n  by  t h o s e  i n ­
v o l v e d  i n  t h o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  A r e  M e r r y  a n d  
P i p p i n  d r a w n  t o  T h e o d e n  a n d  D e n e t h o r  f o r  
l i n g u i s t i c  r e a s o n s ?
T h e r e  i s  no  d o u b t  t h a t  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  
a n d  o t h e r s  c a n  b e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  p u r s u e d .  T o l ­
k i e n ' s  s e n s i t i v i t y  f o r  l i n g u i s t i c  c h a r a c t e r i ­
z a t i o n  t r a n s c e n d s  t h e  o b v i o u s  a n d  d i s p l a y s  a 
g e n i u s  f o r  d e t a i l .
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